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easily, as the normal child does, to the correct name. As soon
as this stage is reached, the word is illustrated on a card which is
hung up on the wall. It is then used in the lotto word game and
in dramatic work. Every new word learnt is dramatised. The
connection of verbs and nouns is illustrated by pictures. For
example, the verb " to put down," which is one word in Russian,
is printed at the head of a card. Underneath are pictures of a
number of articles that can be put down, with the names at the
side. When the children have actually performed the action
and learnt the nouns, the card is put up on the wall. Natalie
Raou considers that it is very confusing to the young children
to have up words which they do not yet know. She uses the wall
as an aid to perfecting their knowledge and to fixing it per-
manently on their memory. From the old material, the teachers
are continually developing new material. This work of preparing
suitable material takes up much time.
The staff is generally overburdened, and this hinders it from
carrying on the research work considered necessary. In spite of
this, much valuable information is being collected. Both morning
and afternoon, teachers keep a complete record of the children's
daily development and behaviour. The children are also carefully
observed when they are out of doors, so that a record of their
interests and characteristics may be made.
The relations between the parents and the home are very
friendly. There are frequent periodic discussions, when short
talks are given to the parents on the bringing up of deaf and
dumb children.
Discussing the question of day and boarding institutions for
the very young deaf and dumb children, Natalie Raou said the
objection to the boarding type was that it limited the children's
experience and environment. On the other hand, deaf and
dumb children required a training and education which should
embrace the whole of the child's time, and the parents were not
capable of giving such education. Then, too, the daily leave-
taking from the mother for a two- or three-year-old child was
very disturbing psychologically, the disturbance being greater